
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 17 March 2022] 

 p1061b-1062a 
Hon Dr Brad Pettitt 

 [1] 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [5.25 pm]: I wish everyone a happy St Patrick’s Day; it is always 
good for those of us who like a bit of green! Everyone likes being green today! 
I want to talk about something a bit more serious. Since we last met, many would have noted that the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change brought down a major report over the last fortnight, at the end of 
February. It was pretty bleak reading. The UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, called it an atlas of human 
suffering and a damning indictment of failed climate leadership, and said that nearly half of humanity is living in 
a danger zone right now. Many of our ecosystems are at the point of no return right now, and unchecked carbon 
pollution is forcing the world’s most vulnerable on a frogmarch to destruction. Of course, the report also makes 
mention of Australia, and WA is also at risk from climate change. The risks for us are actually really, really high. 
I think we have seen that over our extraordinary summer of record-breaking heatwaves and unprecedented fire 
conditions. We have seen it on the east coast with the unprecedented floods and rain events. 
I came away from that report feeling stirred up and wanting to actually get on and do something about it. The IPCC’s 
reports are extremely well researched. This one is the first in several years and there will be another one coming 
in a few weeks on mitigation. These are reports that we need to take extremely seriously. Of course, silence is the 
great frustration. Michael Slezak of the ABC did an analysis of the federal government’s response to climate change. 
Members may not be surprised, but he looked at the federal environment minister, the Prime Minister and others 
and basically said that there was pretty much no response and a great deal of silence. 
I did a similar analysis of the response in WA, and I am disappointed to say that there was pretty much silence 
from our leaders here as well, including the Minister for Environment, the Minister for Climate Action, the Premier 
and from both sides of politics; this is not to pick on one side or the other. Somehow, on the back of these serious 
climate events and a major IPCC report, we have silence, and I have to honestly ask: Why? Why is there silence? 
I can understand why the Morrison government cannot talk about climate change; I kinda get it—it does not really 
believe it. But I know that people in this place do. I know that people in this place are smart, and that they get it, so 
I do not understand why no-one can talk about it. 
Hon Pierre Yang: Will you take an interjection? 
Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: I will. 
Hon Pierre Yang: You know that we are experiencing a spike in COVID cases. People have died just tonight, there 
are 116 people in hospital and 7 000 people infected with COVID-19, member. 
Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: I do. The member’s interjection is about COVID. This government has put out, I would 
say, no less than 50 press releases on a range of topics, from every minister; some of them are about COVID, but 
many of them are not. The silence on climate change is not about the government being focused on COVID; that 
is not an excuse. That is the bit I do not understand. We are dealing with legislation on a range of issues in this place 
that will pale into insignificance in comparison. People in the future will ask why it was that we could not talk 
about it. That is why I am putting this out there: I just do not know why anymore. I am actually putting that out as 
a question, because it is pretty extraordinary. 
To me the most jarring part was that on the very day that that report came out, the only climate-associated press 
release from the government in a week of press releases was the announcement of one electric bus trial. The heart 
of the response was that we are trialling an electric bus. 
As I said before, do we really need to trial electric buses in this state anymore? All around the world, they are 
just being rolled out. There is this idea that we will keep delaying by trialling a bus. Has anyone been to China or 
New South Wales recently, where they have been replaced? They have 1 500 electric buses. We have ordered a whole 
bunch of new fossil fuel–powered ones and we are trialling one and are going to trial four eventually. It is not 
a response that is linked to the evidence before us from the peak agency. We are smart people in this place. This 
is a good, smart government and it needs to respond accordingly. 
I put that out there. I like electric buses. There was one response. I have a lot of time for Hon Dave Kelly, who 
does talk about climate. But when he was asked about it on radio, he kind of handballed it to the feds and said that 
it was their responsibility. We are empowered to do something. Every other state is doing something. That is the 
heart of what I want to say. Today, Queensland talked about a new subsidy for electric vehicles. Queensland is 
now doing that. That leaves Western Australia as the only state—the only jurisdiction—without any incentives to 
encourage the electrification of vehicles. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
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Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT: That is right. The government is putting in place electric vehicle charging stations. So 
is every other state, but every other state is also putting in place subsidies to encourage the electrification of our 
transport sector. I do not understand why. What makes us so different that we are lagging? It is not just me saying 
this. The RAC put out a report late last year that said that we are the laggard state on electric vehicles. It is not just 
me. I want to say, again and again, that I do not quite understand why. 
I think we can do better. I encourage us to do better. I am not trying to berate. I am just honestly putting it out there 
to say that we should not stand by silently anymore. We are seeing lots of great stuff happening. I am frustrated 
that the only action that I hear about is that we are doing sectoral emissions reduction strategies. They are not even 
going to be completed until the end of 2023. If they are not going to be completed until 2023, they will not be 
funded until 2024, and that means that we will not see any action until probably the end of 2024 or 2025. 
My parting thought is that the overwhelming evidence now is that delay is the new denial on climate. Kicking this 
can down the road and not doing stuff now is totally incompatible with the science and the evidence before us. 
There is a lot of low-hanging fruit that we could be doing right now, really quickly. I just say to everyone in this 
place: can we please just get on with it? We can do it. We have a good government with a majority in both houses 
and a surplus. We can do it. We should do it. I implore members and their colleagues to no longer be silent and to 
get going and commit to some serious climate action. 
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